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Paragraph 1 PURPOSE

1.1 The signers of this Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) have decided that a coordinated international effort is needed to sustain the taxonomic training programmes of the Distributed European School of Taxonomy (DEST) beyond termination of the EDIT contract (1st March 2011).  
1.2 The Memorandum of Understanding initiated by the EDIT project is intended to encourage and gradually improve collaboration and integration of the signatory institutions in the field of taxonomic training. By signing this MoU, the signatory institutions provide evidence of concrete and specific developments in collaboration which build on the general commitment set out in the EDIT contract and Consortium Agreement. 

1.3 In view of the termination of the EC-funded EDIT project period, the present Memorandum of Understanding was devised with the aim of continued collaboration of the institutions in the framework of CETAF (Consortium of European Taxonomic Facilities).
Paragraph 2 GENERAL DEFINITIONS

2.1 EDIT Partner: A legal entity that acceded to the EDIT Contract.

2.2 Partner: Any institution or organisation that has signed this MoU and has expressed its intention to observe the provisions herein. 

2.3 EDIT Contract: The legally binding document signed by the Commission of the European Communities, Research Directorate-General, and the contractor (CDC) acting as coordinator of the EDIT consortium. To this contract legal entities (the EDIT partners) acceded as contractors assuming the rights and obligations established by the contract. The EDIT Contract (No 018340 - GOCE) is in the Sixth Framework Programme Sub-priority 1.1.6.3 ‘Global change and ecosystems’. 

2.4 EDIT Consortium Agreement: The formal agreement that the EDIT Partners concluded amongst themselves for the implementation of the EDIT contract. 

2.5 CETAF: The international non-profit association ‘Consortium of European Taxonomic Facilities’ (CETAF).

2.6 CETAF General meeting: The general governing body of CETAF as defined in the CETAF Statutes. 

2.7 DEST: Distributed European School of Taxonomy

2.8 BE-TAF: Belgian Taxonomic Facilities represented by the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (Hereinafter referred to as ‘RBINS’, a legal entity that acceded to the EDIT Contract on behalf of WP8), the Royal Museum for Central Africa (Hereinafter referred to as ‘RMCA’, a legal entity that acceded to the EDIT Contract on behalf of WP8) and the National Botanic Garden of Belgium (Hereinafter referred to as ‘NBGB’, a legal entity that acceded to the EDIT Contract on behalf of WP8).

2.9 General coordinator: The initial general coordinator under this agreement is RBINS. A new general coordinator can be determined by means of voting of the Training and Education Committee.

2.10 Training and Education Committee:  The committee composed of BE-TAF and the participating training providers.

Paragraph 3 GENERAL OBJECTIVES

The aim of DEST is to federate the training offer in taxonomy around a common vision, for the benefit of all those who are interested in high level and up-to-date taxonomic education in order to enhance capacity building of MSc and PhD students, technicians and researchers. Quality education and knowledge sharing are fundamental prerequisites in the development of future generations of taxonomists in Europe and beyond.

The training curriculum targets both the basics of taxonomy and the modern disciplines such as molecular systematics and biodiversity informatics. The DEST needs to re-integrate taxonomy into the future challenge that science is facing regarding ecology, biodiversity research, ecosystem conservation, forestry, fisheries, agriculture, bio-security, bio-exploration or even epidemiology. This framework is a prerequisite to the revalorisation of taxonomy and to the creation of sustainable and attractive job opportunities for early career scientists.

Initiated by the EDIT project, the DEST training programme delivers the following training activities: 

· Expert-in-training programme provides trainees with the opportunity to acquire, and to strengthen, taxonomic research skills through individual or small-group on-the-job training; 

· Summer Schools train students in ‘Best Field Practices’ for basic taxonomic research, biodiversity studies, and conservation biology; 

· Modern Taxonomy theoretical course programme provides future professionals with fundamental expert knowledge on basic taxonomy.

The list and content of these activities may be modified upon decision of the Training and Education Committee.
The DEST is open to trainees with varied levels of qualifications and aims to provide flexible and modular training. Where appropriate and feasible, DEST will make use of e-learning facilities. The training programmes are open to trainees from Europe and outside of Europe, unless specified otherwise.

Paragraph 4 AGREEMENT

4.1 The goal of this agreement is to sustain the training programmes that were first established in the framework of EDIT and to improve these training programmes where necessary. 

4.2 The Partners recognise the importance of long-term institutional collaboration and integration in order to achieve sustainability of taxonomic training.
4.3 Each Partner signing this MoU agrees to work cooperatively in activities that will include the following forms of cooperation in the framework of DEST:

· definition of recommended taxonomic training curricula; 

· organisation and delivery of training courses;

· exchange of expertise concerning taxonomic training curricula, training courses and other related activities;

· production of training material where applicable; 

· improvement of the accessibility and exchange of training material;

· dissemination of cutting edge research results, new tools and technologies in taxonomy through their incorporation in the training programmes; 

· support of initiatives to raise the general awareness of the DEST training programmes;

· establishment of an internationally agreed system of accreditation for recognised DEST courses; 

· development of comprehensive e-learning facilities.


4.4a The general mechanism of integration of a course in the Expert-in-training programme and the Modern Taxonomy programme in the DEST is as follows: 

The participating training provider shall supply the general coordinator with written information on: 

· title, time, location of the training course; 

· content description of the training course;

· minimum and maximum number of course participants;

· participants’ level required; 

· subscription fee for the training course;

· any other specification such as e.g. course cancellation if minimum registration is not reached.
The general coordinator shall:

· integrate the course when approved by members of the Training and Education Committee in the DEST training programme;

· specify issues related to course registration, cancellation policy, insurance in the course registration form;

· promote the course programmes; 

· handle logistics related to the course registration unless otherwise specified by the training provider;

· allocate the agreed amount of subscription fee to the host institution to cover course cost;

· award grants to defray cost of attending a course if funding is available.
4.4b The general mechanism of integration for courses included in the DEST Summer School programme is as follows: 

The participating training provider shall supply the general coordinator with written information on: 

· title; 

· content description of the training course.
The appointed coordinator of the DEST Summer School programme (or activity) shall:

· integrate the course when approved by members of the Training and Education Committee in the DEST training programme;

· specify issues related to course registration, cancellation policy, insurance in the summer school registration form;

· promote the summer school programme; 

· handle logistics related to the summer school;

· manage subscription fees to cover related costs;

· award grants to defray cost of attending the summer school if funding is available.
4.5 This MoU does not establish legally binding obligations on the part of any of its signatories. All activities undertaken by the Partner institutions in the framework of this MoU are subject to the availability of appropriate funds.

Paragraph 5 GOVERNANCE

The Training and Education Committee of DEST will be the forum in which all matters relating to this MoU will be discussed. All the Partners will have equal voting rights. Decisions will be adopted by simple majority vote.
The Training and Education Committee will be in charge of the tasks as specified hereunder. 
RBINS, acting as the general coordinator, will ensure the general management of the DEST, the coordination and monitoring of the training activities ‘Expert-in-training’ and ‘Modern Taxonomy’, maintenance of DEST website, the marketing of training products and services and the financial basis of the DEST. RMCA and NBGB will ensure the coordination, the monitoring and the financial basis of the training activity ‘Summer School’. 

The training providers will ensure the delivery of the training courses.

The general coordinator will regularly report about the DEST activities to the CETAF General Meeting, and will cooperate with other integrative activities set up in the EDIT and CETAF framework in accordance with the CETAF “Règlement d’Ordre Intérieur” when the latter will be adopted.
Paragraph 6 AMENDMENTS AND CHANGES

6.1 Paragraph 4 and paragraph 5 of this MoU may be amended to support textual improvements, updating of nomenclature or any other minor changes which do not alter the original intention of the paragraph. More substantial changes should be effected by termination of this MoU and its substitution with another.

6.2 Notwithstanding the focus of this MoU, if opportunities are identified for collaboration in new areas of common interest, these will be explored.

6.3 An amendment to the text of the MoU is proposed to the general coordinator by a Partner Institution. The proposal is circulated among the Training and Education Committee. Taking into account comments received, the general coordinator issues a recommendation within 6 weeks of the original proposal. The amendment comes into effect by simple majority (more than 50%) of the votes. 

Paragraph 7 ASSOCIATION AND DISASSOCIATION OF PARTNERS

7.1 Association of Partners

Association with this MoU is open to any institution or organisation that may assist DEST to achieve its goals as outlined in this MoU. Such association becomes effective upon signature of this MoU. 
7.2 Disassociation of Partners

Any Partner may disassociate itself from this MoU by advising the general coordinator of the Training and Education Committee in writing, 60 days prior to the disassociation, of its intention to do so and of the effective date.

Paragraph 8 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

This MoU adheres to the provisions with respect to Intellectual Property Rights and meets the definitions used by EDIT and as determined under relevant laws, regulations and international agreements of the Partner institutions. Additional provisions may be defined in paragraph 4 of this MoU.

Paragraph 9 DURATION
This MoU covers a period of 5 years as from 1st November 2010 onward with the intention to continue the collaborative efforts beyond termination of the EDIT contract in the framework of CETAF. This MoU can be extended by mutual agreement of the partners expressed by additional clause.
For EDIT
CP 43
57 rue Cuvier
75231 Paris cedex 05, France

Signed                                   month, day, 2010.

Pierre DUBREUIL,  Directeur général des services du Muséum national d'Histoire naturelle 
For CETAF
Coordinating institute 

For RBINS

Rue Vautierstraat 29,

B-1000 Brussels

Signed                                   month, day, 2010.

Camille PISANI, General Director 
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